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Let’s Talk

1

WRITING AS A CAREER CHOICE FOR LIBERAL ARTS STUDENTS: GETTING INTO

THE FINER NUANCES

Students of liberal arts venture into multiple professional areas. However, one area

that is increasingly gaining traction is the exciting world of writing. Writing is no

longer considered to be just a passion. It has transformed itself into a distinct career

choice. With their exposure to multiple areas of human operation, it is quite obvious

that students of liberal arts would have a head start compared to others when it comes

to making a career in writing. As it is, let us take a sneak peek into the art form.

Writing, as they say, hides more than what it reveals! True! However, is it that

simple? No, it obviously isn’t and precisely that is the reason why we are getting into

this discourse. To put it in fairly simple terms, writing is a form of human

communication that conveys meanings, feelings and emotions through the usage of

visible signs and symbols.

Writing can adopt a number of forms, some fairly common while others not so common – fictions, non-fictions,

essays, articles, columns and the list continues. Having said that, there are good ways of writing and there are not

so good ways. Now, the obvious question comes in. Can writing be a full-time occupation? Of course, it can be.

The only thing an aspiring writer should ask himself / herself is if it in him to become a writer. While one can

polish his/ her writing skills, he/ she must have the fundamental urge and the mettle to become a writer.

It needs to be comprehended that a person can’t necessarily master all the writing forms. One needs to be very

careful while selecting his/ her specific writing genre. In this age of instant communication and multiple media

channels, the art and craft of writing is not only changing with each passing day, it is taking up newer forms as

well. Elements that were considered good till the other day are no longer considered good. With the advent of

technology and visible changes in tastes, the concept of good writing has transformed completely. The availability

of multiple choices has made the reader the obvious king. The reader no longer consumes what is doled out to him/

her as was the case even a couple of decades back. Today, the reader decides his/ her content. Consequently, the

writing market has become much more competitive that what used to be the case. 

One needs to constantly evolve as a writer to sustain. All said and done though, the primordial rule of hooking the

reader’s attention remains the same even today. While the shapes and formats are entirely different, the

quintessential strategies endure.

Looking at the way the world is evolving, it is more than obvious that content is king. As much overrated as it is,

the pre-eminence of written words in the above-mentioned scheme of things is becoming increasingly pronounced.

Consequently, the eternally underrated writer is growing in prominence. 

While some writing skills are inherent, there are some others that require careful honing. It is safe to presume that

a lot of training has become important to become a good writer. While, one can’t be taught to be a writer, his/ her

skills can be definitely augmented through a systematic and detailed training mechanism. 

It is also a hard reality that there is a lot of money in the writing business and rightfully so. While appreciation is

important, money is also important for a writer for his/ her sustenance. At one point in time, writing was

considered to be an independent craft. Writers worked on individual projects and they were fairly successful in

doing that. However, it is no longer so.



Today, writing is dependent on a multitude of market considerations and a number of writers work on the same

project. There are organizational writers and organizational writing assignments. Consequently, the business has

changed considerably. However, the finer nuances and skills remain the same. If and when a prospective writer

identifies his/ her strength and makes it a point to develop it professionally, there is no stopping him/ her. As they

say, even the sky is not the limit!

Stay safe, happy and healthy!

Cheers!

Dr. Amrita Chakraborty

Editor

SLS Mirror
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MOROCCAN ART

GOND ART

WARLI ART 

MANDALA ART. 

                                     PANDIT DEENDAYAL PETROLEUM UNIVERSITY

                                                   SCHOOL OF LIBERAL STUDIES

                                                   AUDIT COURSE (Batch 2020-24) 

Introductory session

The Audit Courses are envisioned to impart value-based education and develop a skill set amongst its students to

broaden their vision and experience, and enabling them to stand out amongst their competitors. Faculty team

members (Lt. Khushali Purohit and Dr. Neeta Khurana) foster the scholarly teaching and learning culture, based on

reflective and creative independence and offer an audit course, especially for its first year students. The first

session started at 11:00 a.m., for the introductory session by the Audit Team members(Meenal Jha, Anupriya

Toshniwal, Chirasvi Desai) along with the Mentors (Vidhi Sharma and Dhrumi Patel) . Further, the session was

conducted by Seema Agarwal (Owner of The Gold Brush Studios, Ahmedabad), who started by giving students

insight into the audit course, and gave a brief introduction of several arts which included Warli art, Tie-dye

paintings, Brush paintings etc, and also told how students will learn so much from it. She proceeded by informing

students about the audit kit which was parcelled to students by the university, and explained and informed about

the materials of the kit. " The different items in the kit are to teach students to do work on different materials." said

Seema Agarwal. Also, she gave the students insight about four activities which will be conducted this year-

1.

2.

3.

4.

Then, to make the session more interesting the volunteers started sharing their own experience on being part of

such a beautiful journey, which was then proceeded by a question and answer session where students’ queries were

resolved. The session came to an end at 1:00 p.m. and feedback was collected by students. 

For the online session the students were divided into 4 GROUPS respectively on:

12th September 2020

Group 1: 20BABBBA001- 20BABBA135 

Group 2: 20BABBA136 – 20BABBA268 

13th September 2020 

Group 3: 20BABBA269- 20BABBA399 and 20BCO001- 20BCO005 

Group 4: 20BCO006- 20BCO115 and 20BSC001-20BSC023.

Overview of the session

The session went well and was informative for the students. They were motivated and were excited, as they got an

introduction to the arts, activities and adventure. The introductory session for the students went smoothly with no

issues, their queries were taken care of with utmost patience and understanding, they felt it was really creative. The

students are very excited and are looking forward to learn new art techniques and make wonderful memories. They

were all geared up and fastened their seat belts for getting into new learning and exploration of their new phase of

life.
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SLS PDPU

AUDIT COURSE, MOROCCAN ART

BATCH 2020-24

What is Audit Course?

The School of Liberal Studies (SLS) offers an Audit course especially for its first year students. The course is a

step towards one of the main objectives of SLS- enhancing creative thinking of a student and fostering the

scholarly teaching and learning culture, based on reflective and creative independence. The School of Liberal

Studies shall also provide certificate of participation for the related program. It is important to note that

successful completion of Audit Courses is necessary if a student wishes to obtain the Diploma of Liberal Studies.

Due to the present scenario of COVID-19, the pandemic has gotten each and every aspirant diverted into a new

technology based learning and new experience. With the utmost discipline and confidence along with the

guidance of the respected faculty members, the Audit Team and Mentors ran the Audit and NCC session on

online platform and maintained a cordial positive environment with exploration and fun.

What is Moroccan art & culture?

Moroccan culture & arts emerged through a wide set of influences including not only North African,

Mediterranean, and French colonial sources, but also pan-African, Indian, contemporary Italian, and Swedish

designs, to create a style of living at once global and distinctively local. Today, the emergence of a new approach

to architecture blending craft, interior design, and cuisine has given birth to what we call  “An Architectural

Revolution” spearheaded by a growing community of local and international designers, hoteliers, and chefs de

cuisine.

Roman architectural forms featuring columns and loggia gained prominence combined with Arab-inspired

decoration including celli (intricate geometric mosaics of cut ceramic tile) and staggerbush (filigree-like borders

of plaster carved while damp).

Beginning

In the present situation the virtual learning platform is a blessing to the world, where a person from any part of

the country  can learn anything they want to,  no matter which place they reside. The same happened with the

students of SLS PDPU. The session of Audit course was conducted for Moroccan Art for the students. It started

at 11:15am by the art teacher Seema Agarwal (Owner of The Gold Brush Studios, Ahmedabad) with great

energy and enthusiasm. The beginning of the session, she briefed the students about the Moroccan art &culture,

by showing some facts, history and pictures of the art form. She continued explaining about the figures and

designs to be drawn on the sheets. The session was great fun, filled with new learning for the students as they

made some designs on their own. 
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Priyanshi Thacker (20BABBA189)- Today was the day we had our first Audit class. It was very exciting for

me, and by the time when ma’am started showing us the presentation my interest started increasing. It was

an amazing experience and we were very much satisfied by the work and how they treated  us by solving us

queries and also the cooperative and helpful behaviour by our seniors. I was very glad to be part of the audit

course and looking forward to seeing different art works.

Devam Shah (2020BCO021)- From today’s session, I learned about this new art form, of which I never

heard. That had so many versatile traits which could be altered to each and every individual’s own

personality. I found the session very interactive, extremely perfect and really enjoyed myself today and

learned something productive. 

Shiksha Jain (20BABBA0360)- It was unexpectedly very good and informative, as we learned history and

formed a future of different types of arts that will be picturised by us in this platform. Very lucky enough to

learn what this globe has hidden within itself, lastly it was the best experience and I would thank our faculty,

mentors, and volunteers for making it co-operative and smooth. 

Harsh Soni (20BABBA280)- I had no idea how to draw on canvas, but ma’am and the team helped us going

through the procedure of the painting. I personally thought that I would be unable to finish the drawing but

the way the Audit team taught us we found it really easy. We students are so glad that this audit course was

organised, so that we could learn art and it was a really fun weekend starting with the audit course. And hope

in future we have more of it. 

After a Lunch break, the students started with their work. They were now asked to draw the design on the canvas

particular and made them colour it. The session was not only for learning but a new exploration for the students

as they differentiated and asked questions about the designs and colours to be used. It was quite interactive and

amazing for the students as well as for the mentors and volunteers. The session then ended at 6:00pm and all the

students were divided into 4 groups.

Group 1 –19thSeptember,2020

Group 2 –20th September,2020

Group 3- 26th September,2020

Group 4- 27th September,2020

Testimonials

1.

2.

3.

4.

OVERVIEW FROM THE SESSION

From the feedback and suggestions received, students found it very amazing and learned something new and

learned and developed their art skills. Students also found the faculty very kind and helpful. Doubts and queries

were answered very conveniently. Students were very enthusiastic about the entire course.
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Events and Webinars of SLS



CCCR’S ‘PapaHaiTohPossibleHai’ PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION GETS

OVERWHELMING RESPONSE  

Rapporteur: Prof. Pradeep Mallik

September 10, 2020: ‘PapaHaiTohPossibleHai’ Photography Competition organized by the Centre for

Communication of Child Rights (CCCR-PDPU) in association with Gujarat Media Club received an overwhelming

response with more than 100 entries from all over Gujarat.The competition was organized on the occasion of

Father’s Day on the theme of 'Eat, Play & Love with Papa'. It was held as a part of the series of virtual events that

celebrated the Fathers’ Day.

The event was supported by Creative Yatra and Centre of Excellence at Gujarat University and was in partnership

with UNICEF India.

Like the competition, the announcement of the winners of the “PapaHaiTohPossibleHai” competition, too

reverberated in media houses in Gujarat.

While the virtual discussion with celebrated professionals outlined the importance of the growing involvement of

men in parenting, the digital competition brought out various shades of fatherhood in reference to the changing

times. #PapaHaiTohPossibleHai campaign was aimed at highlighting the changing role of fathers and how they are

coping with demands of new responsibilities -- like cooking, baby-sitting, child chores, etc. -- that has been

traditionally associated with women.

“Father’s involvement in the well-being of the child is indispensable. Today it is not just about protecting kids but

inculcating right behaviour, too. For example, if father’s eating habits are healthy, his children too would adopt a

healthy and nutritious eating pattern which would provide a good start in life,” explained Gujarat Media Club

president Nirnay Kapoor.The competition saw 100 plus entries from the amateurs and professional photographers

who captured the essence of the bond between the father and the child through their lens. Research suggests that

when fathers are able to bond with their babies from the very beginning of life, they are more likely to play a more

active role in their children’s development, and will have better psychological health, self-esteem and life-

satisfaction in the long-term. That early moment matters the most, from conception until the child turns two-year-

old.

Pradeep Mallik, Centre Head, CCCR-PDPU reiterated: “The first 1,000 days of a child’s life is crucial for the

development of the brain and fathers hold a huge stake in this process. But men’s role and potential in child care

have not been fully realized owing to the traditional perceptions.” This campaign was to promote the father's role in

childcare.

The winners selected by the jury were:

1st Winner: Siddharaj Solanki

2nd Winner: Ghanshyam Kahar

3rdWinner: Stuti  Prajapati

Consolation Prize 1: Jayesh Parmar

Consolation  Prize 2: Karan Mesurani

10



11



PATHWAY TO HIGHER EDUCATION IN USA

Rapporteur: Mr. Maulik Shah

September 16, 2020: OIR, PDPU had organized a webinar session on “Pathway to Higher Education in USA”. This

was an interactive session represented by the panel members from Sacred Heart University (SHU), USA and School

of Liberal Studies (SLS), PDPU. The webinar discussed various educational opportunities which the students may

avail at SHU, USA.
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September 23, 2020: Aatmann, The Psychology Club of Pandit Deendayal Petroleum University organised Part-2 of

the free Webinar Series on Cognitive Behavioural Therapy (CBT) on the online platform of Microsoft Teams. Dr.

Nimisha Kumar and Dr. Ritu Sharma were the speakers at the event. The session was moderated by Riviera Barretto,

Student Advisor of the Aatmann Club. In her lecture Dr. Nimisha Kumar, spoke in depth about how interpersonal

relations should be strengthened and how they are majorly based on the powerful attributes of security and trust. She

further explained about CBT and how it works in handling relationships and then suggested many helpful techniques

to cope up with challenges. Dr. Ritu Sharma, focused more on the role of cooperation in a healthy relationship. She

also explained how self-reflection and introspection is important to understand and ensure that interpersonal

relationships do not turn into interpersonal difficulties. She provided her insights on how the pandemic of Covid-19

has affected interpersonal relationships and emphasised that by using CBT, the gap between the felt-feelings and the

expressed-feelings could be reduced. After the lectures, a short Q&A session was also conducted to field any

questions that the participants had. The Webinar was not only limited to the students of PDPU, but it was open for

everyone who was interested and as a result, 100 participants attended the Webinar. Due to these unprecedented

times, maintaining interpersonal relationships has become difficult. Due to this reason, the members of Aatmann

came up with the idea, to help students identify the causes of distress and hindrances in their relationships and

introduce them to CBT techniques which can help them deal with these issues better.

WEBINAR ON RELEVANCE OF CBT IN INTERPERSONAL FUNCTIONING

Rapporteur: Mahek Pathak
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REPORT OF THE SESSION ON 'LEADING YOURSELF'

Rapporteur: Dr Nausheen Nizami, Career Cell, SLS 

 

September 25, 2020: Career Cell, SLS organized a talk on ‘Leading Yourself’ and invited Dr Manish Dholakia, GM-

HR and OD, HiTech Projects Private Limited, a leading construction company based in Ahmedabad, as the speaker

for the event.The event began with a warm welcome note and introduction of Dr. Manish by Dr. Nizami, who shared

with the audience the rich and diverse academic and industrial leadership experience of the speaker. The speaker

discussed the essence of leadership and how compassionate leaders are necessary for driving the organization. He

discussed the importance of passion towards work and shared his own professional journey to explain how important

decisions should be taken keeping in view the present and past circumstances in professional and personal life.

Profile offered by the organization/company

Package offered

Place / geographical location at which the opportunity exists

Position offered 

Prospects of growth in the company depending on company’s current status

Passion towards the nature of work

Dr. Manish, advised students to always examine and concentrate on 6 Ps of placement whenever they get an

opportunity: 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

Dr. Dholakia, also stressed on the importance of networking in professional world. In the interactive round, he

explained how leadership experience is different during crisis and pandemic times. He stressed on the importance of

transparency in communication. The event ended with a 5 minute group meditation session and vote of thanks by Dr

Nizami, on behalf of Career Cell.
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SUMMARY REPORT OF CERTIFICATE COURSE ON 'FINANCIAL MARKETS'

Rapporteur: Dr. Nausheen Nizami

September 27, 2020: A professional skill enhancing certificate course on ‘Financial Markets’ was launched by

faculties in the Area of Economics, Department of Social Sciences, School of Liberal studies in collaboration with the

Bombay Stock Exchange Institute Private Limited based in Ahmedabad in February 2020. The BSE Institute Ltd. is a

100% subsidiary of BSE Limited. BSE Institute Ltd. inherits from BSE the knowledge and insights into the capital

markets industry, garnered over the past 144 years. This 40-hour course has been a success owing to the support of Dr.

Nigam Dave (Director, SLS), Dr. Prashanta C. Panda (The Head, Department of Social Sciences) and Mrs. Seema

Srivastava (Manager, BSE Institute, Ahmedabad).

This course was coordinated by Dr. Nausheen Nizami and Mr Jugal Shah, a senior faculty of BSE Institute who

conducted all the classes. Thirty Students of SLS commenced the course after registration and classes were held on

weekends in blended mode (offline and online owing to Covid-19). The course concluded in July 2020 followed by an

evaluation exam conducted by BSE Institute. The students recently received their course completion certificates and

gave positive feedback about the course shared.

Chart 1.1: Feedback about course content

“Before the course, I was very curious about stock market and it's functioning. The course provided a platform to

understand it and made me realise its importance in today's world. The faculty played even a bigger role as he was so

liberal and taught us in depth with the relevant examples for each and every matter. He explained us through practical

problems. I had a great learning experience and it also added to my knowledge of managing personal finance.” 

By Dinesh Agarwal, Semester V, BA/BBA (H), SLS

“It was a great experience to learn about Financial Markets and how Stock Markets work. The sessions held cleared

everyone’s basic and common questions related to Stock Market.”

By Vinal Makwana, B. Com (H), Batch 2016-2020

Chart 1.2: Feedback about BSE pedagogy
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“The educational course provided us with knowledge and information which is helpful for understanding how

financial market cycle works.”

Kaushal Prajapati, Semester VII, B. Com (H), SLS

“The learning experience was spectacular. The faculty was always available to clear the doubts and made sure that

basic concepts were cleared out.”

Katikaneni Amrutha Rao, Semester V, BA/BBA (H), SLS

“The course was very well structured. Even though I am a newbie in this field, I could understand topics with ease.

This course is a full package of all the basic details we need for financial markets. Rather than surfing random topics

and learning them individually, this course helped me to get all the necessary details under one shade.”

By Vidhi Thakar, Semester III, BA/BBA (H), SLS

“The faculty was really good and made us understand the content with the real-life examples which really helped

understand the topic better. In the first 10-15 min of every lecture, we discussed the news related to financial markets.

It motivated us to be updated. The faculty cleared our doubts before starting any new topic followed by a quick

revision of what was taught in the previous lecture.”

By Aarya Shah, BA/BBA (H), Batch 2016-2020, SLS

“Being a finance major student, BSE course gave me a profound knowledge about the financial markets and a clear

understanding toward the technical concepts to analyse stock market.”

By Pooja Dasani, BA/BBA (H), Batch 2016-2020, SLS

“When I started this course, I didn’t know anything in the area of Financial market. I was an amateur, but after

studying this course I got to know different concepts regarding financial market. The faculty was really good, he was

always ready to solve our doubts and queries. Overall, it was a value adding experience.”

By Prince Thakkar, Semester V, BA/BBA (H), SLS

“It was an overall good experience. Great for a brief introduction into the world of financial markets.”

By Parul Palod, Semester III, M.A.Economics, SLS

Chart 1.3: Feedback about Knowledge enhancement
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DR. SITAKANTA MISHRA

Dr. Sitakanta Mishra gave telephonic opinion on HSTDV test by in India to Kalinga TV (Odiya) on September 7,

2020.

He was he panelist in the 'Books: Views and Reviews' organized by Ahmedabad Book Club and Jharokha (PDPU)

on 12 September 2020.

Dr. Mishra was also the panelist in the International Webinar on Vijigishu 2020 organised by Amit University

(NOIDA) and NIICE (Nepal) on 29 September 2020.
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DR VENKAT KRISHNAN

Dr. Venkata Krishnan delivered a talk about Theories of International Relations to the students of Kumaraguru

College of Liberal Arts & Science (KCLAS), Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu on 10 September, 2020

He had also delivered a talk about Chettiar Community to the first year students of Faculty of Business

Administration, GLS University, Gujarat on 11 September, 2020. PPT is available at:

https://www.slideshare.net/VenkataKrishnanSanka/chettiar-community
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Dr. Krishnan has completed three online courses offered by UN system.

For more information, visit: https://unric.org/en/sharpen-your-skills-during-lockdown-with-united-nations-e-

learning-courses/



DR. AMRITA CHAKRABORTY

Dr. Amrita Chakraborty organized a webinar and workshop on ‘Art and Design’ for the Symmetry Club of PDPU by

Mr. Sabbir Hussain, Senior Producer and Cartoonist of ETV Bharat on 13 th September 2020.
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DR  NAUSHEEN NIZAMI

Dr. Nausheen Nizami successfully completed the Faculty AICTE Training and Learning (ATAL) Academy online

Faculty Development Programme on ‘Design Thinking and Innovation Management’ organized by Vellore

Institute of Technology from 14th – 18th September 2020.
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DR  RITU SHARMA

Panel member for webinar series on ‘Relevance Of CBT In Interpersonal Functioning’ On 23 September, 2020.

Was a panel member for public awareness in the panel discussion on CBT conceptualization and Intervention for

suicide organized online by Indian Association of Cognitive Behaviour Therapy on 26 September, 2020.
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DR  HIREN SOLANKI

"Indian and Tibetan River of Buddhism" from Columbia University on 26 July 2020.

"Sikhism through its scriptures" from Harvard University on 14 September 2020.

Dr. Hiren Solanki completed two online courses on the following:

1.

2.



Student Achievements



HEMANGI RAJPAL

Hemangi Rajpal interned in Dreams&Deeds for a month as a content writer. Dreams&Deed, is an NGO that works to

help people. Hemangi, along with her teammates, create content frames, contents for everyday posts and magazines.

The organization believes in spreading good vibes, thus took up a task everyday like feeding the stray, showing

kindness and etc.  She also took part in a competition called Xperia, which was organized by NMIMS, Indore. It was

a three round competition where she had to present a research paper on any previous internship done by her. She

presented about her internship in Event Management, as a HR. She secured runner’s up position in the competition.
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ISHIKA SHAH

Ishika Shah, student of BABBA (Sem 5), started her own venture named ‘Homemade treats by Ishika’, two months

back. She bakes cookies, and makes hummus and Mexican dips as well. She has always wanted to become an

entrepreneur and thought what better opportunity than this! In times like this, where it is unsafe to get food from

outside, she came up with idea to create homemade treats. Along with cooking and baking, she also manages the

marketing and administrative work. Apart from cooking, she is inclined towards Zumba and has been excelling in it.
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The CEO of the company gives sessions on all the above-mentioned topics daily from 9 PM TO 10 PM. He started

his sessions four months ago with just 32 students and today 1000 students attend his sessions every day. The

interns were given tasks to boost the posts to achieve the goal of the company, and reach maximum students of

India. This internship taught him how to analyze human behavior, know the human psychology, selecting the

target audience and reaching them through the help of social media.

KAMEN PATEL

Kamen Patel, studying in BABBA (Sem 5), interned in a start-up company called YOUNITY.IN, which focuses

on education. He worked in the Social Media Marketing department. He interned with a team, who were given

daily social media tasks. They handled the company’s profile on Instagram and LinkedIn. Their main task was to

be consistent in posting, so that they could attract more followers.

YOUNITY.IN sells its membership which is called Community Membership where a member can get counselling

on topics like public speaking, group discussions, personal interviews, career related queries, time management,

entrepreneurship assistance, etc. as well as general topics such as Fear of Failure, Overthinking: good or bad, etc
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SHIVANG UNIYAL

Shivang Uniyal, a student of BABBA (Sem 7), successfully completed an internship with the Centre for

Development Policy and Practice, Hyderabad on 17 September, 2020. The internship consisted of him working on

a research project titled 'Migration in India: History, Trends and Impact of COVID-19', under the guidance of Dr

Amitabh Kundu. The project focused upon the plight of the interstate migrant labourers who faced a situation of

exodus due to the lockdown restrictions. The project also analysed how these migrant labourers fared during such

perilous times, in spite of unemployment and increasing poverty.  The experience of connecting with such an

eminent scholar with such a vast array of experience, and looking at ideas through his lens really helped him

optimise the approach he pursued while researching upon a topic. The project was selected for publication on the

CDPP website as a working paper. This was his first publication and a product of lockdown initiative.
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